March 2009

Dear Prewar MG Enthusiast,
Due to the very strong support for the National Rally from the owners and enthusiasts of pre-war MG motor cars, our third Beechworth promises to be as enjoyable as ever. This time we will follow the familiar three day program of events around the attractive historic town which offers lots of diversionary attractions for people who do not want to spend the entire weekend messing about with old MGs.

Your wonderfully empathetic organizing committee have responded to the oft stated assertion, “I’m sorry but it is simply not long enough” and added a three day touring event for pre-war MGs to follow The Pre-War MG Register of Australia National Rally, called the Beechworth to Beechworth Tour 2009 to save confusion. This separate motoring jolly on 5th 6th 7th October will be discussed later in this bulletin and has a separate set of entry forms to the Pre-War MG Register National Rally. 

The accommodation at Latrobe at Beechworth has been booked, the organizing committee, the Victorian chapter of the Australian Pre-War Register, has set out a program and established a budget. All that is now needed is for you to decide to attend in your gorgeous MG, fill out the Entry Form(s) book your accommodation, and rush out to the motor house to fiddle it, fettle it, furbish it, and fire it up.

The Tour is open to prewar MG owners and places are limited. Please ensure you have reserved a place before booking accommodation
Cars with limited registration

The Pre-War MG Register of Australia National Rally and the Beechworth to Beechworth Tour 2009 will be designated official events of the MGCC Victoria. Formal invitations to attend will be sent to each state MGCC, to the Sporting Car Club of SA, and the VSCC NSW, to enable the use of red plated MGs on public roads, to, from and during the rallies.

Entries

Included with this letter you will find two entry forms, one for each event.

The organizer’s aim is for the rallies to be self funding to break even. The small profit made from the first two Beechworth rallies was paid to the account of the Pre-War Register and  financial statements lodged with the MGCC of Victoria for the record and for audit .

Entries are now open and close 16th August 2009.

The Rallies Organizing Committee

The organizing committee stars Ian Mawson, Tony Sloan, Celia Potter, Graeme Steinfort, Ray Skewes, Ed Taylor, Robin Page, Alan Reid, Jennie Jackson and Graeme Jackson.

The Rally Anchor Person (RAP) is:

Jennie Jackson

Telephone (03) 9876 1452

Email ebear@netspace.net.au
Look forward to seeing you and your car in October,

Your Beechworth Organising Committee
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Getting to Beechworth

In 2005 and 2007, the local state centres for Pre-war MGs arranged self supporting groups to share the adventure, by travelling together  from the far reaches of this wide brown land to the National Rally. These arrangements have worked well and we expect that they will be repeated. Contact people from each State can pass on their particulars to Rally Anchor Person, Jennie Jackson for publication in a future bulletin or in the Pre-War MG Newsletter.

For cars leaving Melbourne on the Friday 2nd October, Ed Taylor contact (03)9722 1723 will again co-ordinate a flock of MGs leaving Yarra Glen at 10.30 for a pleasant, scenic drive to the Rally.

Program
The program for the weekend generally follows the popular format of 2005 and 2007 which seems to fit the needs of owners of early MG motor cars.

· Friday 2nd October 
Arrive at Beechworth. Ample hard standing secure trailer and tow vehicle parking is provided at Latrobe for all rally people.

  The registration desk will be set up at Latrobe at Beechworth from 2pm until late to meet and greet you, to distribute rally packs containing all the detailed stuff you will need to self manage your weekend, and  to handle queries. Then, after 5pm, free nibbles and drinks will be served  for a couple of hours to return your cholesterol and alcohol levels to normal, and let you chat to all those charming, engaging, knowledgeable, MG eccentrics who migrate to Beechworth every other year. 

We have arranged to have the Wanted, For Sale, Wanted Known, pin board for general use

The popular Rally badges specially produced for 2005, were modified for 2007 and did not sell very well. It seems that too many enamelled metal badges attached to the front of our little cars can upset the delicate weight balance and promote understeer, although the robust horizontal generator cars are exempt. Your committee has decided to design and produce a Pre-War MG Register grille badge instead. These will be for sale at registration, and will again be popular particularly after a few drinks have blunted common sense. 

· Saturday 3rd October
The MGs will be photographed at a spot with an interesting building for a back drop near the trailer car park at Latrobe. They will be sent off down the hill into town to the familiar grassed area behind the Beechworth Courthouse to contribute to the stunning display of pre-war MGs which is such a highlight of the rally. MG folk will be  able to select their favorite car and vote for the Peter Harper People’s Choice Trophy. The car display lasts until mid afternoon when we will have a short squirt to the nearby town of Stanley for afternoon tea at a chestnut farm, possibly followed by a cleansing ale at the historic pub.

Saturday night’s dinner is left free to join friends at one of the fine restaurants or pubs around Beechworth. The SA, VA and WA owners have traditionally gathered for a restaurant meal to discuss their cars, but who knows, with the world financial collapse and the high cost of painting such large expanses of metalwork, 2009 may be the year of take away pizza and post carbonated Spumante.

· Sunday 4th October
Sunday is the day to gently exercise the MG driving to lunch and back, or giving it the big serve up the mountains to clear the sparking plugs and dribble some surplus oil. We travel up the scenic Ovens River valley then select third gear to climb the satisfyingly winding road to the Buffalo Plateau for some stunning views and lunch at a café which rejoices in the name of Dingo Dell. If your MG is not sufficiently pampered to object to a couple of miles of unsealed road beyond Dingo Dell, a short walk up The Horn rewards the energetic with spectacular views. It seems Buffaloes have horns but not Altettes.

There are a number of options for return to Beechworth in time to prepare for the rally dinner.

This glittering climax of the Rally, features toasts to the marque, a few short speeches, trophy presentation, culminating in emotional communal singing of Goodnight MG. 

The Pre-War MG Register of Australia National Rally Dinner

The dinner will be held once again at the Latrobe function room on Sunday night. Three yummy courses will be followed by tea and coffee, and will cost $49.On the past occasions the MG mob has been pretty happy with the quality of the food and service from the Latrobe staff.

It is necessary to pay in advance for the dinner with Jennie Jackson in addition to your rally entry fees. If you know of any body who is not taking part in the rally other than as a spectator, but wishes to join the fun at the dinner, please advise them to pre book with Jennie.

Entries

The entry fee for the Pre-War Register of Australia National Rally is $60.00 per adult and $20.00 for children.

The entry fee includes:

· Administration and postage

· Nibbles and drink Friday night (partly subsidized by Latrobe)

· Saturday car display area costs

· Afternoon tea, Saturday

· Sunday lunch at Dingo Dell

· Entry to Buffalo National Park

The entry fee does not include:

· The cost of accommodation

· Food and drinks, other than afternoon tea Saturday and lunch on Sunday

· The cost of the rally dinner ( separate charge on the entry form)

· The cost of the car badge or rally book 

Entries are now open and close 16th August 2009.  Please post entries to Jennie Jackson.
Accommodation Beechworth

Latrobe at Beechworth provides a variety of first class accommodation from ensuite rooms to separate houses which sleep six people. The entire complex has been booked for MG people at substantially discounted tariffs.

It is necessary for you to contact Latrobe, mention that you are part of the MG contingent, and make the bookings to suit your needs . You pay Latrobe directly.

Latrobe at Beechworth

Telephone (03) 5720 8050

Facsmile   (03) 5720 8051

Email  ihs@latrobe.edu.au
Alternatively, the town of Beechworth offers a huge variety of accommodation, B&Bs guest houses, motels and pubs. You can find these on the web.
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The Beechworth to Beechworth Tour is a three day event that has been designed to suit the preferred pace and comfortable driving distances enjoyed by pre-war MG people, but have the flexibility to cater for the faster cars. The organizers will provide transport for luggage and a sweep vehicle with a trailer, just in case.

 Please note that places are limited and the Tour is open to prewar MG. owners.
Trailers and tow vehicles can be left at Latrobe for the three days of the rally.

Program

· Monday 5th October

While some MGs head home some others will assemble in Beechworth for the three day tour. On Monday we drive up the gorgeous Murray Valley to Tintaldra Pub for lunch then on to Corryong for the night. Accommodation details are given later in this dodger. We will arrange to meet for dinner on Monday night.

· Tuesday 6th October
Tuesday will be spent exercising our MGs over some terrific roads in the Snowy Mountains, visiting a most interesting hydro electric power station, enjoying a picnic lunch at Tom Groggin at the head of the Murray River before motoring back to Corryong for the second night in this pleasing town. We will again meet for dinner.

· Wednesday 7th October
The route from Corryong to Beechworth follows close to the Murray River, by different, and excellent roads. For lunch, a ladies auxiliary are all set to challenge our power weight ratios with sandwiches, cream cake, and lamingtons at a fascinating two horse town upstream from the Hume Dam. We later circumnavigate the dam. At Beechworth accommodation has been reserved at Latrobe for the night, where we may congregate, even if we are beyond eating. Please book your own room at LaTrobe.
Accommodation Corryong 5th 6th October

The Corryong Country Inn has 9 rooms which have been booked for MG people for the above nights.

Corryong Country Inn

7-11 Towong Rd

Corryong VIC 3707

Telephone (02) 6076 1333

Email rileys@dragnet.com.au
 There is a swag of other accommodation in Corryong, motels, B&Bs hotels, and a caravan park. The contact is:

Corryong Visitor Information Centre

50 Hanson St

Corryong VIC 3707

Telephone (02) 6076 2277

Facsmile   (02) 6076 2152

Email vic@towong.vic.gov.au
If you wish to join it the fun on the Beechworth to Beechworth Tour 2009, it is necessary for you to directly book your preferred accommodation at Corryong and pay directly

Also, if you wish to stay at Latrobe on the Wednesday night, or elsewhere in Beechworth, you need to make that booking as well.

Our advice is to book early.

Entries

The entry fee for the Beechworth to Beechworth Tour 2009 is $ 45.00 per adult and $20.00 for children

The entry fee includes:

· Lunch Monday 5th October

· Lunch Tuesday 6th October

· Lunch Wednesday 7th October

The entry fee does not include:

· The cost of accommodation 

· Meals other than the three lunches.

Entries are now open and close 16th August 2009. Please post entries to Jennie Jackson
